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» Warning: This is a dermally active toxin that is
transmissible in the healthcare setting.

» Do not approach the patient without adequate
protective gear.
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Early post-exposure Convalescent/ Clinical Terminal/Postmortem
Anthrax
Bacillus anthracis
0—-24h|24t072h 3 to 10 days

Nasal and throat swabs,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture,

Serum (TT, RT) for toxin
assays Blood (E, C, H) for
PCR. Blood (BC, C) for

Serum (TT, RT) for toxin
assays Blood (BC, C) for
culture. Pathology

FA, and PCR | culture samples
Plague
Yersinia pestis
0-24h 24 —72 h | >6 days

Nasal swabs, sputum,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture,
FA, and PCR

Blood (BC, C) and bloody
sputum for culture and FA
(C), F-1 Antigen assays (TT,
RT), PCR (E, C, H)

Serum (TT, RT) for IgM
later for IgG. Pathology
samples

Tularemia
Francisella tularensis

0—-24h
Nasal swabs, sputum,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture,

FA and PCR

24—-72h

Blood (BC, C) for culture

Blood (E, C, H) for PCR
Sputum for FA & PCR

>6 days
Serum (TT, RT) for IgM

and later IgG,
agglutination titers.
Pathology Samples

Glanders
Burkholderia mallei

0-24h

Nasal swabs, sputum,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture
and PCR.

24-72h

Blood (BC, C) for culture

Blood (E, C, H) for PCR

Sputum & drainage from skin
lesions for PCR & culture.

>6 days
Blood (BC, C) and tissues

for culture. Serum (TT,
RT) for immunoassays.
Pathology samples.

BC: Blood culture bottle
C: Citrated blood (3-ml)

E: EDTA (3-ml)
H: Heparin (3-ml)

TT: Tiger-top (5 — 10 ml)
RT: Redtopifno TT
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| Early post-exposure

Convalescent/ Clinical
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Terminal/Postmortem

Brucellosis
Brucella abortus, suis, &
melitensis

0-24h

Nasal swabs, sputum,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture
and PCR.

24-72h

Blood (BC, C) for culture.
Blood (E, C, H) for PCR.

>6 days
Blood (BC, C) and

tissues for culture.
Serum (TT, RT) for
immunoassays.
Pathology samples

Q-Fever

Coxiella burnetii

0-24h

Nasal swabs, sputum,
induced respiratory
secretions for culture
and PCR.

2to 5 days

Blood (BC, C) for culture in
eggs or mouse inoculation

Blood (E, C, H) for PCR.

>6 days
Blood (BC, C) for culture

in eggs or mouse
inoculation
Pathology samples.

Botulism
Botulinum toxin from
Clostridium botulinum

0-—24h

Nasal swabs, induced
respiratory secretions for
PCR (contaminating
bacterial DNA) and toxin
assays. Serum (TT, RT)
for toxin assays

24t072h

Nasal swabs, respiratory
secretions for PCR
(contaminating bacterial
DNA) and toxin assays.

>6 days
Usually no IgM or IgG

Pathology samples (liver
and spleen for toxin
detection)

BC: Blood culture bottle
C: Citrated blood (3-ml)

E: EDTA (3-ml)
H: Heparin (3-ml)

TT: Tiger-top (5 — 10 ml)
RT: Redtopifno TT
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Convalescent/ Clinical

Terminal/Postmortem

Ricin Intoxication
Ricin toxin from Castor beans

0—-24h

Nasal swabs, induced
respiratory secretions for PCR
(contaminating castor bean
DNA) and toxin assays.
Serum (TT) for toxin assays

36to48h

Serum (TT, RT) for toxin

assay

Tissues for immunohisto-

logical stain in pathology
samples.

>6 days
Serum (TT, RT) for IgM

and IgG in survivors

Staph enterotoxicosis
Staphylococcus Enterotoxin B

0-3h

Nasal swabs, induced
respiratory secretions for PCR
(contaminating bacterial DNA)
and toxin assays.

Serum (TT, RT) for toxin
assays

2-6h

Urine for immunoassays

Nasal swabs, induced

respiratory secretions for

PCR (contaminating

bacterial DNA) and toxin

assays.

Serum (TT, RT) for toxin
assays

>6 days
Serum for IgM and IgG

T-2 toxicosis

0 — 24 h postexposure

Nasal & throat swabs, induced
respiratory secretions for
immunoassays, HPLC/ mass
spectrometry (HPLC/MS).

1to 5 days
Serum (TT, RT), tissue

for toxin detection

>6 days postexposure
Urine for detection of
toxin metabolites

BC: Blood culture bottle
C: Citrated blood (3-ml)

E: EDTA (3-ml)
H: Heparin (3-ml)

TT: Tiger-top (5 — 10 ml)
RT: Red topifno TT
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Early post-exposure

Convalescent/ Clinical

Terminal/Postmortem

Equine
Encephalomyelitis
VEE, EEE and WEE
viruses

Q-24h ?to—%hTh tswabs | =243
Nasal swabs & induced erum roat swaps Serum (TT, RT) for
i ) for culture (TT, RT), RT- | |qm
respiratory secretions for PCR (E, C, H, TT, RT) g
RT-PCR and viral culture Pt Pathology samples
and Antigen ELISA (TT, plus brain
RT), CSF, Throat swabs
up to 5 days
Ebola
>6 days
0—24h 2 to 5 days Serum (TT, RT) for
T | Serum (TT, RT) for viral viral culture.

Nasal swabs & induced
respiratory secretions for
RT-PCR and viral culture

culture

Pathology samples
plus adrenal gland.

Pox (Small pox,
monkey pox)

Orthopoxvirus

0-24h
Nasal swabs & induced
respiratory secretions for
PCR and viral culture

2 to 5 days
Serum (TT, RT) for viral

culture

>6 days
Serum (TT, RT) for

viral culture. Drainage
from skin lesions/
scrapings for
microscopy, EM, viral
culture, PCR.
Pathology samples

BC: Blood culture bottle
C: Citrated blood (3-ml)

E: EDTA (3-ml)
H: Heparin (3-ml)

TT: Tiger-top (5 - 10
ml)
RT: Redtopif no TT
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